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1.

Introduction

The PAP/RAC Meeting of the Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Group on
Monitoring (CORMON) on Coast and Hydrography was held on 3 March 2017 in
Madrid, Spain (Port Authorities premises) at the kind invitation of the Government of
Spain. Its main objectives were: to present the ongoing work on the Quality Status
Report (QSR) and the Assessment Fact Sheet concerning EO7 “Hydrography” and
EO8 “Coastal ecosystems and landscapes” (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.1); to
review and discuss the open questions regarding the Indicator Guidance Fact Sheets
for all three common indicators and agree on solutions (UNEP(DEPI)/ WG.433/1);
and to share and exchange information with the Contracting Parties on the current
status of national monitoring programmes and monitoring activities with regard to
these indicators.

Attendance

2.

The meeting was attended by 24 participants from the following Contracting Parties:
Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon,
Montenegro, Morocco, Spain and Turkey.

The Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP), including the
Priority Actions Programme Regional Activity Centre (PAP/RAC) as organiser, and
the Specially Protected Areas Regional Activity Centre (SPA/RAC) were represented
at the meeting.

The list of participants is attached as Annex | to this report.

Opening of the Meeting (Agenda Item 1)

5.

The meeting was opened at 9:10 a.m. on 3 March 2017 by Ms. Laura Diaz, Spanish
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries, Food and Environment. Ms. Tatjana Hema,
UNEP/MAP Deputy Coordinator and Mr. Marko Prem, PAP/RAC Deputy Director,
welcomed the participants and introduced the background and objectives of the
meeting.

Organizational Matters (Agenda item 2)

A

B.

7.

Rules of Procedure

The meeting agreed that the rules of procedure for meetings and conferences of the
Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (UNEP/IG 43/6, annex XIl), as
amended by the Contracting Parties (UNEP(OCA)MED 1G.1/5 and
UNEP(OCA)/MED 1G.3/5), would apply mutatis mutandis to their deliberations.

Election of Officers

In accordance with the rule 20 of the rules of procedure, the meeting unanimously
elected the following Officers:

Chair: Ms. Jelena Knezevic (Montenegro)
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Vice-chairs:  Ms. Laura Diaz (Spain)

Ms. Maria Rampavila (Greece)
Ms. Naoual Zoubair (Morocco)

Rapporteur:  Ms. Maayan Haim (lIsrael)

C. Adoption of the Agenda

8.

The meeting reviewed and adopted the provisional agenda and its timetable set out in
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/2 and UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/3, noting that
simultaneous translation in English and French was to be provided during the Meeting.
The final adopted agenda is presented in Annex |1 to this report.

Mediterranean Quality Status Report (QSR) (Agenda item 3)

Ms. Virginie Hart (UNEP/MAP Secretariat) presented the concept for the preparation
of the QSR2017, its structure and the timeline for its elaboration. She informed that
the QSR would be published on-line and constant updates would be available. The
tasks for the follow up were underlined. For the coast and hydrography cluster
indicators, since most parties have not yet finalised a monitoring plan, the report will
include existing data.

IV. Indicators Assessment Fact Sheet (Agenda item 4)

10.

11.

12.

The Indicators Assessment Fact Sheets (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.3) were
presented by Mr. Ivan Sekovski (PAP/RAC). He stated that, due to the fact that all the
three indicators were comparatively new in the framework of MAP, there was only
general information available on the Mediterranean status. He urged the Contracting
Parties to provide additional information, if available, and in particular to provide case
studies, pilot studies or project reports related to national monitoring exercises to
enrich the QSR.

During the discussion that followed, EIA studies were identified as good examples for
the hydrography indicator. As a difficulty, the level of impact on habitats was pointed
out. However, the meeting proposed that a step-by-step approach should be used and
in the first stage all habitats that could be impacted should be identified. Habitat maps
provided by EO1 were proposed as an assistance tool. The baseline conditions should
take into account multiple impacts at a specific location where new manmade
structures are planned. Also, salinity and temperature were identified as important
parameters to take into account.

The meeting agreed to provide initial proposals (title, location and short description)
related to the case studies that would illustrate QSR as examples of indicator
assessments at the national level.

V. Common Indicator Guidance Fact Sheets (Agenda item 5)

13.

A general introduction on the progress in the preparation of the Indicator Guidance
Fact Sheets was presented by Ms. Gyorgyi Gurban (UNEP/MAP Secretariat, on behalf
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14.

15.

16.

17.

of EcAp project manager). She clarified the difference between the Indicator
Assessment Fact Sheet and the Indicator Guidance Fact Sheet. The objective of this
session was to present and discuss the knowledge gaps and issues still open in the
Guidance fact sheets, as well as to agree on the proposed solutions.

A. Common Indicator 15: Location and extent of the habitats impacted directly by
hydrographic alterations (EO7)

The common indicator 15 of the EO7 (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/3;
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.2 ) was presented by Mr. Olivier Brivois (PAP/RAC
consultant). The knowledge gaps and open questions regarding the implementation of
the monitoring of the indicator were presented, and proposals of solutions were
discussed by the meeting. The knowledge gaps presented were related to the type and
dimension of new structures to take into account; which hydrographic alterations to
consider and how to define them; gaps related to the base-line conditions; the spatial
and temporal scales of assessment; and links to EO1 indicator.

In the ensuing discussion the participants were of the opinion that this was a complex
indicator that required a more robust approach in its initial stages of implementation.
Therefore, the definition of alterations should not go into the details that would require
the application of thresholds, or define the sensitivity of habitats that could be altered
by changes in the hydrographic conditions. This approach is also adopted by the
revision of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) which requires only
mapping of the altered habitats due to changes of the hydrographic conditions. The
scale of the country and the length of the coastline are also elements to be considered
when deciding on the type and dimension of new structures to be taken into account.
For example, in Italy only those structures are considered that require national EIA.

B. Common Indicator 16: Length of coastline subject to physical disturbance due to
the influence of manmade structures (EO8)

The common indicator 16 of the EO8 (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/3;
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.2) was presented by Mr. Giordano Giorgi (PAP/RAC
consultant). The meeting discussed the knowledge gaps and proposals of solutions
regarding the Guidance Fact Sheet. Among the knowledge gaps and open issues
identified were the definition of the reference coastline and the optimal resolution;
calculation of manmade structures; minimum distance between the structures and the
spatial scale of structures to be considered; and the presentation and reporting of the
assessment results including the geographic reference system and formats.

The participants noted the differences among the countries as far as the use of the
geographic systems and shape formats, and confirmed the need to harmonise the
approach. Also, the coastal processes, such as erosion, are currently not the objective
of the indicator. The approach adopted by the MAP is trying to be simple and cost
effective. However, if some countries have a more detailed and ambitious monitoring
practices they are encouraged to continue with such practice.
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C. Candidate Common Indicator 25: Land-use change (EO8)

The candidate common indicator 25 of the EO8 (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/3;
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.2 ) was presented by Mr. Jaume Fons-Esteve
(PAP/RAC consultant). He introduced the objective of the indicator and importance of
land-use changes for the ecosystem approach as this is, together with the Indicator 16,
a specific indicator related to the terrestrial part of the coastal zone which is not the
case for the EU Directive. The gaps and open questions regarding the implementation
of the monitoring of the indicator were presented and proposals of solutions discussed
by the meeting. These included the definition of GES; the spatial scale and analytical
units for the assessment; and the availability of data.

In the discussion following the presentation the participants welcomed the inclusion
of this indicator on the list of candidate indicators as it seemed very relevant and
innovative. What matters are changes in land use over time. This indicator is also very
much linked with the previous indicator, and together they make a starting point for
the monitoring of changes in the terrestrial part of the coastal zone. They agreed that
the definition of GES was difficult to quantify and that it should be mainly qualitative.

The meeting suggested inserting the agreed improvements to the guidance fact sheets
for the indicators. By end March 2017 these will be integrated in the updated versions
of the Guidance fact sheets and shared with the Contracting Parties. The meeting also
proposed to further consider the inclusion of the Land-use change indicator on the list
of common indicators.

National Monitoring Programmes (Agenda item 6)

A number of Contracting Parties presented the current status of the updating of their
national monitoring programmes and the implementation or testing of agreed IMAP
indicators, with particular focus on the “Coast” and “Hydrography” indicators. The
examples presented were very diverse. On one hand they were related to testing of
some indicators (e.g. Italy, Spain on Indicator 15 and 16), practices related to national
procedures, in particular with regard to the Indicator 15 and the requirements for EIA
(e.g. Israel), national legal requirements (e.g. Croatia), and examples from the projects
like CAMP and testing of the indicators for the Marine spatial planning (e.g.
Montenegro). On the other hand, there was experience with the preparation of national
IMAPs (e.g. Morocco, Algeria, Spain).

The participants were informed of the Informal Online Working Group (Coast
Working Group) established at the CORMON meeting in March 2015. It is chaired by
France (Mr. O. Brivois) and co-chaired by Italy (Mr. G. Giorgi). They were invited to
reconfirm their nominated experts and/or nominate experts into this Working Group.

VI1I1. Conclusions and recommendations (Agenda item 7)

23.

The meeting participants adopted a list of Conclusions and Recommendations as
presented below.
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24. Final Conclusions and Recommendations

The PAP/RAC Meeting of the Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Group on Monitoring
(CORMON) on Coast and Hydrography was held on 3 March 2017 at the premises kindly
offered by the Ministry of Agriculture, fisheries, food and environment of Spain, organised by
PAP/RAC with the support of UNEP/MAP Secretariat.

Following the review and discussions of the agenda items, the meeting agreed on the
following conclusions and recommendations:

1. The Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide, as appropriate, to PAP/RAC by 24
March 2017 their initial proposals (title, location and short description) related to case studies.

2. The meeting appreciated and welcomed the proposals made regarding the gaps identified in
the guidance fact sheets (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.433/Inf.2) for the three discussed indicators
as an important tool to guide countries in the implementation of IMAP at national and
regional levels.

3. The agreed improvements to the guidance factsheets for the common indicators 15
(Location and extent of the habitats impacted directly by hydrographic alterations) and 16
(Length of coastline subject to physical disturbance due to the influence of manmade
structures) will be integrated in the updated versions of the fact sheets by end March 2017.
Updated versions of the Guidance fact sheets will be shared with and sent for comments to the
Contracting Parties.

4. With regard to the candidate common indicator 25 (Land use change) the meeting agreed
that the definition of GES can only be qualitative as it depends on local specificities (such as
geomorphology, socio-economic, cultural, historical elements) and can be linked with
sustainable measures to mitigate negative impacts of land use change required by the ICZM
Protocol or other policy documents.

5. The meeting agreed that the targets and measures proposed in the Indicator Guidance Fact
Sheet are general recommendations. They should be adapted to regional/local specificities
taking the local knowledge by the Contracting Parties into account.

6. The meeting agreed that the reporting units are the coastal zone as defined by the
Contracting Party, and the following analytical units: 0-300 m, and depending on national
regulations and considerations also the following ones: 300 m-1 km, 1-10 km and > 10 km.

7. The meeting agreed to include the improvements to the guidance factsheets, and
recommended to further consider the inclusion of this candidate common indicator to the list
of common indicators.

8. The meeting requested the UNEP/MAP Secretariat to examine the possibility of providing
satellite images from Copernicus (Sentinel satellites with the best resolution that can be
obtained) for the whole Mediterranean within the MOU with the European Environment
Agency (EEA) signed at CoP 19, or with other relevant institutions.

9. Also, the meeting requested the UNEP/MAP Secretariat to explore possibilities of
developing a land-use map for the whole Mediterranean region by a relevant MAP
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Component (such as PAP/RAC) with the aim of providing draft monitoring results to the
countries for verification. These will ensure continuity and reliability of data, as well as cost
effectiveness.

10. The meeting acknowledged and appreciated the ongoing work of several Contracting
Parties which presented the current status of their national monitoring programmes for EO7
(Hydrography) and EO8 (Coastal Ecosystems and Landscapes), and testing of these
indicators. The meeting encouraged all Contracting Parties to continue the work on
streamlining the IMAP Decision taken at CoP 19 (1G.22/7) into the updating and upgrading of
their monitoring programmes as appropriate, as well as invited the Contracting Parties to
share their best practices on national monitoring programmes.

11. In accordance with the recommendation of the Meeting of the Integrated Monitoring
Correspondence Group held in Athens in March 2015, the Contracting Parties are encouraged
to reconfirm their nominated experts and/or nominate experts into the Coast and Hydrography
Informal Online Working Group (Coast Working Group) by 24 March, with the aim of further
discussing the outstanding monitoring and assessment technical issues with respect to the
Coast and Hydrography indicators.

VI1I. Any Other Business (Agenda item 8)

22. The meeting expressed gratitude and appreciation to the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries, Food and Environment for hosting the meeting.

IX. Closure of the Meeting (Agenda item 9)

23. The Chairperson closed the Meeting at 17.30 hours on 3 March 2017.
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